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Rao's instructions until after he had taken all the Portuguese strongholds ;
bj that time Nadir had left Delhi on his homeward march.1

On the 16th Dhu'l-Hijja (27th March) Nadir dispatched a farman
by chafar to Persia exempting all the provinces of that country from
taxation for three years. At the same time, he richly rewarded his officers,
and gave his soldiers their arrears of pay, together with a gratuity ; he
also gave presents to the camp-followers and servants ranging from 60
to 100 rupees in amount, according to their status.2

While the people of Delhi were still mourning their dead, Nadir de-
manded for his son Nasrullah the hand of an Indian princess, a daughter
of Yazdan Bakhsh and great-granddaughter of the Emperor Aurangzib.
Sir John Malcolm, quoting from a Persian MS., has related that, in accord-
ance with Mughal etiquette, Nasrullah was required to give an account
of his male ancestors for seven generations. Nadir thereupon exclaimed :
" Tell them that he is the son of Nadir Shah, the son of the sword, the
grandson of the sword ; and so on, till they have a descent of seventy
instead of seven generations."8 The marriage took place on the ayth
Dhu'l-Hijja (6th April). In honour of the occasion, Nadir ordered illum-
inations, displays of fireworks and lavish entertainments.* On the night
of the wedding fifteen or twenty Qizilbash troops danced and sang in
Turki, and recited part of the marthiya (threnody) of Husain. Nadir,
on learning of this, was greatly angered, saying, " For several years I have
given orders forbidding passion-plays (ta'zias) and threnodies . . .
these soldiers have disregarded the Qur'an and the Traditions and have
not observed the festival of my son's wedding. There is no remedy for
this save death." On the following day these unfortunate men were seized
and were then executed outside one of the gates of the city ; their bodies
were left there for a month, as a warning6 (as Muharram was about to
begin, Nadir was anxious to prevent any Shi'a manifestations by his men).

The work of assessing, and then of collecting, the levy on the citizens
occupied some time. Emissaries of the Kotwal, together with Persian
nasaqckiS) went from house to house enforcing the appearance of the owners
and making inventories of all that they possessed, in order to calculate
their individual contributions in accordance with their means6 ; in the

1J. C. Grant Duff's A History of the Maraihas (revised edition, London, 1921), Vol. I, pp. 403-405.
1 T.N., p. 207. The date, which is omitted by Mirza Mahdi, is given by Mirza Zaman; flie

latter states that Nadir gave his troops all their arrears of pay and a gratuity equivalent

to six months' pay.

* History of Persia, Vol. II, pp. 46 and 47 (Sir John Malcolm does not give the name of the author

or the title of this MS.).

* TJN., p. 206.   Ashnb -worked for 4 days organising the illuminations and fireworks, and lighted

the rockets himself.   Nadir was much pleased with his work and gave htm 20 rupees as
a reward (Vol. II, pp. 377-380 and 387).

* Ashub, Vol. II, pp. 382-386;  see also Mirza Zaman's Journal (Eraser, p. 199).

* Anand Earn, fol. 175 (b).